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What is the prescribing error? 



Koperna T et al. World J Surg 2000;24(1):32-37 



Wong et al. J Bone Jt  Surg 2003 



ANTIMICROBIAL THERAPY IS NEVER A 
SUBSTITUTE FOR SOURCE CONTROL  



What is the prescribing error? 



(Nathan et 
al  Am J Med 2006;119:512) 
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Most other sites in Horizon have improving rates of 
inappropriate use of the IV route… 

2016 Goal       < 
24% 



The Majority of Patients With Community Acquired 
Infection Can Undergo IV to Oral Step-Down by Day #3 



What is the prescribing error? 



Cefazolin is The Drug of Choice For Moderate Erysipelas 
And Cellulitis 



What is the prescribing error? 



www.choosingwiselycanada.org/‎ 



‘The‎majority‎of‎positive‎urine‎cultures‎from‎inpatients‎without‎an‎indwelling‎urinary‎

catheter represent asymptomatic bacteriuria. If you strongly suspect that your patient 

has‎developed‎a‎urinary‎tract‎infection,‎please‎call‎the‎microbiology‎laboratory.’ 

Leis et al. CID 2014;58(7):980-3 



Pre-Intervention 
(276) 

Post-Intervention 
(268) 

P-value 

Asymptomatic Bacteriuria 165/ 276 (59.8%)  133/268 (49.6%)  0.22 

Inappropriate Treatment of 
Asymptomatic Bacteriuria 

111/165 (67.3%)  20/133 (15.0%)  0.0001 

Inappropriate Culture 
Submission 

160/276 (58%) 101/268 (37.7%) 0.0052 

Adherence to best practice 
(culture, antibiotic, duration) 

32/276 (11.7%) 100/268 (37.3%) <0.0001 

Untreated UTI 5/276 (1.8%)  3/265 (1.1%)  0.72 

Sepsis at 72 hours 0/276 1/268 (0.4%) 0.49 

UTI Bundle: Suppression of lab reporting of positive cultures; pharmacy 
prospective audit & feedback; physician and nurse education. 
 

Courtesy  Dr. D. Smyth and T. MacLaggan 

• ARR = 52.3%  
• NNT = 2   
• i.e. for every 2 urine cultures with results suppressed and 

pharmacy follow-up you will prevent 1 case of 
inappropriate treatment of asymptomatic bacteriuria 

• 781 to 138 days of avoidable antimicrobial therapy 



Do not Treat Asymptomatic Bacteriuria (Except during 
Pregnancy or Prior to Urologic Procedures) 

(Nicolle et al. Clin Infect Dis 2005:643-654) 

(UTI is a clinical diagnosis 
based upon the presence of dysuria, frequency and urgency) 



What is the prescribing error? 







Avoid Ciprofloxacin + Metronidazole Therapy for Intra-
Abdominal Infection 

 




